[Liver metastasis of colon cancer with a high serum alpha-fetoprotein level: report of a case].
We report herein a case of 72-year-old woman in whom liver metastasis of colon cancer was presented with a marked elevation of serum alpha-fetoprotein (AFP) level. She was transferred to our hospital for multiple liver masses found on ultrasonogram. Abdominal computed tomogram revealed multiple low-density masses in the liver and wall thickening of the hepatic flexure of colon. The serum AFP level was 10,718.8 ng/mL. Colonoscopic findings of ulcerofungating mass suggested liver metastasis from colon cancer. However, the possibility of combined hepatocellular carcinoma could not be ruled out due to serum AFP elevation. Both colon and liver biopsies revealed moderately differentiated tubular adenocarcinoma. Using an immunohistochemical staining, the adenocarcinoma in liver showed focal positive to AFP, but not in colon. This case represents a very rare case of colon cancer with a marked elevation of serum AFP.